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Welcome 
A very warm welcome to our concert this evening. As usual at this time of year, 
we bring you a programme of light music. Shakespearian sonnets are the 
inspiration for most of it, and we hope you enjoy Sir George Shearing's jazzy 
treatment of a number of them. John Rutter too has set some of these to 
music, as well as other poems by writers of the Elizabethan Age. The Chiltern 
Singers, a small group of Chiltern Choir members, continues the theme with 
Now is the Month of Maying. We also have an American spiritual element of 
the programme, with traditional songs of the genre in arrangements by John 
Barnard, Moses Hogan, Roger Emerson and our conductor Michael Cayton. 

2018 will be a milestone in the life of the Chiltern Choir. It will be 50 years old. 
We plan to reflect this auspicious anniversary in our 2017-2018 programme. 
Missa Beatae Mariae Virginis, a sacred choral work specially written by Michael 
Cayton at the request of our President, Patricia Parkes, will be premiered at our 
Autumn concert. In Spring we will be performing Monteverdi Vespers and the 
year will be rounded off in June with a gala concert of cinema classics. 

Do please get in touch if you would like to join the Choir. On Tuesday, 19th 
September, we have an open rehearsal and would be delighted to see you. The 
tenor and bass sections would particularly welcome new members.  

Recently the Chiltern Choir made a recording of Brahms Ein Deutsches 
Requiem. Copies of the CD are on sale this evening and all proceeds help to 
support the Choir. Our patrons are also an invaluable support and if you would 
like to become one, or go on our mailing list to receive details of concerts and 
social events. please get in touch with us. 

Fiona Lean 

The Chiltern Choir 

www.chilternchoir.org.uk 
President: Patricia Parkes 
Musical Director: Michael Cayton 
Chair: Fiona Lean (07803 254760) 
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